


 

qualities necessary to gain employment in a variety of mental health settings. 
 

Program Goal 4. Professional MFT Identity 
The program will demonstrate graduate readiness to assume the identity of a professional 
Marriage and Family Therapist 

Program Goal 5. Research 
The program will demonstrate student understanding of the way research informs relational 
family therapy treatment. 

Program Goal 6. Ethics 
The program will demonstrate that graduates understand and apply a systemic ethic and the 
AAMFT Code of Ethics to clinical work. 

These program goals are informed by five developmental competencies identified by COAMFTE 

(Accreditation Standards 12.5): 
¶ Knowledge of the MFT profession 
¶ Practice of relational/systemic therapy as a qualified behavioral/mental health provider 
¶ Commitment to ethical practice through ethical codes of the MFT profession and 

pertinent regulatory bodies 
¶ Awareness, knowledge and skill to responsibly serve diverse communities 
¶ Development and application of research to further the knowledge and practice of the 

MFT profession. 
 

VSU MFT Program Student Learning Outcomes 
SLO 1. Practice from a multi-culturally sensitive lens  
SLO 2. Practice from a systemic lens 
SLO 3. 1.

 

 

a



 

status, and culture in clinical work. 
SLO 1: Practice from a multi-culturally1 sensitive lens  

Targets & Assessment Mechanisms 
1. 80% of students will earn a minimum score of 75% on the Privilege Project in 

MFTH 7050 Diversity, Inclusion, and Social Justice. 
2. 80% of students will earn a minimum score of 75% on the Public Conversations 

Project Reflection Paper in MFTH 6900: Foundations of Family Therapy. 
3. 80% of students will earn a minimum average score of 3 across three continuous 

semesters on diversity items (2, 29, and 53) and (4, 31, 55) of the Practicum 
Evaluation in MFTH 7600 Practicum. 

Program Goal 2. Knowledge 
The program will demonstrate that graduates have a 



 

Program Goal 4. Professional MFT Identity 
The program will demonstrate readiness to assume the identity of a professional Marriage and 
Family Therapist 

SLO 4: Students will claim the professional identity of a Marriage and Family Therapist 
Targets & Assessment Mechanisms 
1. 80% of students will respond with a 5 or greater on the SLO survey question 

concerning MFT Identity. 
2. 80% of students will earn a minimum average score of 3 for items 17, 42, 

65 and items 18, 43, and 66, concerning professional identity on the 
Practicum Evaluation used in MFTH 7600: Practicum in MFT. 

3. 80% of students will earn a minimum score of 75% on the Comprehensive Exam II. 
 

Program Goal 5. Research 
The program will demonstrate students' understanding of the ways research informs 
relational family therapy treatment. 

SLO 5: Recognize the ways research informs relational family therapy treatment  
Targets & Assessment Mechanisms 
1. 80% of students will earn a minimum of 75% on the Qualitative Research Project 
2. in MFTH 7200: Research in MFT. 
3. 80% of students will earn a minimum of 75% on the Diagnosis and Disorder Group 

Presentation in MFTH 7400 Psychopathology & Psychopharmacology in MFT. 
4. 80% of students will earn a minimum score of 3 on their narrative response to the 

Comprehensive Exam II question concerning the ways research shapes the field of 
family therapy. (p. 5, item 5, SLO 5). 

Program Goal 6. Ethics 
The program will demonstrate that graduates understand and apply systemic ethics and the 
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Putting It All Together: An Outcome-Based Education Framework of PGs, SLO’s, 
Targets, and Assessment Mechanisms 

The above description of the university and program mission, goals, and outcomes is a 
description of an outcome-based (OBE) education. As defined by COAMFTE, an OBE is: 

 
a framework where the focus is on the assessment of program outcomes (empirical 
measures of student achievement at the student and program level) rather than on the 
assessment of inputs (such as coursework and resources available to students). The primary 
focus of assessment is evaluating a ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͛Ɛ goals and outcomes based solely on specific 
measures of student competency. (Accreditation Standards, Version 12.5, p. 37) 

In other words, rather than courses consisting of a class working its way through a book, chapter- 
by-chapter, the program establishes program goals (PGs), which are linked to actions—student 
learning outcomes (SLOs)—which are linked to targets and operationalized using assessment 
measures. 
 
By reading from #1 at the bottom of the next page     
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2. . . . the program  
collects and 
aggregates data that 
show the percentage 
of students who 
successfully earned a 
pre-set minimum for 
a given course 
requirement  

 3. These 
percentages are the 
aggregated data 
used to show.  
  

 4. . . . successful 
completion of 
established targets, 
which mean that. . 
.   
  

 5. . . . students have 
successfully completed 
an SLO, which, in turn, 
means that . . . . .   
  

6. . . . the program 
has successfully met 
a Program Goal 
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