Biology 4900 A: Senior Seminar
Fall 2023 Course Syllabus

Instructor:  Dr. Leslie S. Jones Office: 1096 Bailey Science Center
Phone: 219-1337 FAX: 245-6585 Email: lesliesj@valdosta.edu
Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday 1:00-2:00, Tuesday & Thursday from 10:45 — 12:15

Please Use Blazeview (BV) for all class communication.

Course Meetings:
This class officially meets for instruction from 5:00 — 6:50 on Tuesday afternoons.
Tuesdays from 12:40 to 12:45 in 1023 BSC, you are expected to attend the Biology Seminar Series.
There are not always seminars, so check the department schedule.
If you miss any class or seminar, | expect to receive an email in Blazeview (BV).
| promise we will end early and not meet without a reason.

Course Description:
As the capstone course to finish your biology major, we will touch on the breadth of life science.
You can expect to review different aspects of your prior coursework and learn new information.
Ultimately, this class should leave you with a sense of the purpose of your college education.
This course appraises students’ ability to independently research current topics in biological
science. Students are expected to competently present “state of the art” information in both oral
and written formats.

Assessment:

As seniors, | assume that you will display a responsible attitude & satisfy the requirements with
pride. It is very unwise to take a minimalist approach, doing as little as possible can
backfire. Treat the course as a job so that | can give you a strong recommendation after
graduation.

Biology 4900 is ultimately graded on an S/U (Pass/Fail) basis.

Multiple individual assignments will recorded & averaged in Blazeview (BV).

You are required to complete the:

ETS Major Field Test in Biology at a Score of above 140.
Biology Department Senior Exit Questionnaire

A passing grade for the course depends on scoring at least 70% on each of these:

BV Grades: Topic with Written Thesis,
Attendance & Participation

BV & Other Assignments

Kritik Drafts

Oral Report

Any work not submitted by the deadline in Kritik will receive a zero.

BV deadlines will be more flexible or lenient.

I will not hesitate to assign an Unsatisfactory final grade if your work is below the standard (70%).

Personal Responsibility

You must keep track of all assignment deadlines - late work might not be accepted!!

Kritik assignments should be completed early because those deadlines are final.

Your grades will be posted in Blazeview, so that you will know where you stand.

If it does not look like you are going to pass, make more effort on the assignments!


mailto:lesliesj@valdosta.edu

Emails

Please Use My Blazeview (BV) Email for All Class Matters!!!

My VSU email: lesliesj@valdosta.edu should only be used if it is urgent

To be safe, you need to Check Your Blazeview Email OFTEN (several times per week) for updates
Class emails are not text messages and are expected to be written coherently.

My title is Dr. Jones and you should start any email with that included in a greeting.

The first thing you should do is tell me which of my classes you are in


mailto:asc@valdosta.edu
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.valdosta.edu%2Fasc&data=05%7C01%7Cmmblack%40valdosta.edu%7Cdcd9fcb29a0d4324906708da7a3134e7%7C25a5d3408abc4053b4bddc1213280353%7C0%7C0%7C637956649006369120%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2F4TXJvgXWTZSSX%2Baeg4jaUYvo79j020egLCYGvK6Twg%3D&reserved=0
http://www.valdosta.edu/academics/elearning/blazeview-d2l.php

Biology 4900 Research Project

Topic Choice

The presentations for the course will focus on “Anomalous Natural Strategies of Reproduction.” Research topics must be selected
immediately. A list of 3 choices (ranked in order of preference) should be submitted by BV email right away because each person
will do a different topic. Individuals will be given preference in the order in which the email messages are received.

Primary Articles

As soon as the topic is confirmed, it is important to look for several sources of original research. A primary paper is the original
publication of a scientific finding by the investigator(s) in a “reputable journal.” One paper will be used for the class on
paraphrasing during the third class session. Four more must be summarized as noted on the course schedule. At least five
papers must be covered in detail as the body of the paper. These are to be compared and contrasted in the Analysis section. You
must obtain printed copies of any primary paper you plan to use. All 5 reprints must be submitted with your final paper. These
should have handwritten notes on the pages that show you read and used them.

Bibliography

These projects are to be based on scientific research and must cite at least 5 primary scientific articles in peer-reviewed journals.
Other secondary sources such as books, review articles, and reputable scientific web sites may be used to complete the
Introduction, Background, Analysis, & Conclusion sections. An excellent synopsis of the APA Reference Style Format is uploaded
in Blazeview. You must use these guidelines!!! By the third week, a preliminary set of references with annotations is due. The
annotations are a 3-4 sentence description of the source, in your own words that follows each properly formatted reference
citation.

Review Papers & Other Sources
Scientific reviews may be used for identifying primary articles and obtaining general information



Biology 4900 Additional Course Requirements & Information


https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.valdosta.edu%2Ftesting&data=05%7C01%7Clesliesj%40valdosta.edu%7C2baedcd844134b99617c08daf4e70c8d%7C25a5d3408abc4053b4bddc1213280353%7C0%7C0%7C638091570432434124%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X%2F0Tq4fCelHUldXO%2FlZojOcgRI19ZtRuyE8kX8LouZc%3D&reserved=0
/biology/documents/resources/PlagiarismPolicy.pdf
http://www.valdosta.edu/administration/student-affairs/studentconduct-office/
http://www.valdosta.edu/academics/academicaffairs/vp-office/academic-honesty-policies-and-procedures.php
/academics/academic-affairs/turnitin-for-students.php
https://international.uoregon.edu/immigration_faq
/administration/student-affairs/title-ix/
/student/disability/
mailto:access@valdosta.edu
/hopeconnect/
/administration/student-affairs/bit.php

