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BIOL 4900C: Biology Senior Seminar 
Spring 2013 Course Syllabus, Valdosta State University  

 
Dr. Leslie S. Jones 

1096 Bailey Science Center 
219-1337 

lesliesj@valdosta.edu 
 

Office Hours:  Monday & Wednesday  2:00-3:00  
Please feel free to call my office or use VSU email to schedule a convenient time for an appointment. 

I would be more than happy to speak to students anytime the office doors are open. 
 
Course Meetings:  5:00 – 7:00 on Mondays in 1202 BSC  
        4:00 - 4:50 on Thursdays in the Powell Hall 
 
Course Description:  This is the capstone course in biology which means that the purpose is to pull together the 
different aspects of 

written and oral formats used in peer-reviewed journals and at scientific meetings 

 

VSU Outcomes: 
#4. Students will express themselves clearly, logically. and precisely in writing and in speaking, and they will demonstrate 
competence in reading and listening. They will display the ability to write coherently in standard English; to speak well; to 
read, to understand, and to interpret the content of written materials in various disciplines; and to listen effectively and to 
understand different modes of communication. 
 
#5. Students will demonstrate knowledge of scientific and mathematical principles and proficiency in laboratory practices.   
They will understand the basic concepts and principles underlying scientific methodology and be able to collect, analyze,  
and interpret data. ...   They will learn a body of scientific knowledge and be able to judge the merits of arguments about 
scientific issues. They will be able to use basic knowledge of statistics to interpret and to analyze data. They will be able to 
evaluate arguments based on quantitative data. 
 
#7. Students will demonstrate the ability to analyze, to evaluate, and to make inferences from oral, written. and visual 
materials. They will be skilled in inquiry, logical reasoning, and critical analysis. They will be able to acquire and evaluate 
relevant information, analyze arguments, synthesize facts and information, and offer logical arguments leading to creative 
solutions to problems. 
 
 
Academic Honesty:  Members of the class are expected to maintain high standards of integrity.  Always cite any 
source of original information.  Never copy text from a classmate, book, or website and represent it as your own 
work.  The VSU Biology Department Statement on Plagiarism is included as part of this syllabus to clarify 
common types of academic misconduct.  Dishonesty will not be tolerated; evidence of cheating whether intentional 
or not will result automatic failure in the course. 
 
Special Services:  Students requiring classroom accommodations or modifications because of a documented 
disability should discuss this need with me at the beginning of the semester and contact the Access Office in Farber 
Hall 1115, 245-2498. 
 
Family Educational Rights & Privacy Act:  Grades cannot be posted by Name, Social Security Number, or other 
Personal Identifiers.   
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Biology 4900C Course Requirements 
 
Assessment:  Biology 4900 is ultimately graded on a Pass/Fail (S/U) basis.  Satisfactory completion or a passing 
grade depends on achieving at least a 70% average on the accumulated course assignments. If you miss any 
assignments, you must ask a classmate, do not email the instructor. Any work not submitted by the deadline (Start 
of Class Meeting) on the required date will either be given a zero. Do not expect exceptions to this. If your work is 
not finished when the papers are collected, they will not be graded and you miss important feedback. As seniors, 
there is a default assumption that you will display a responsible attitude, take pride in your work, and leave no 
question about a satisfactory grade for the course.  It is very unwise to take a minimalist approach, doing as little as 
possible, because I will not hesitate to assign an unsatisfactory final grade if your work is below the standard (70%) 
expected in the course.  
 
 Attendance & Participation  10% 
 Assignments    20% 
 Oral Presentation 

http://www.valdosta.edu/ssc
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BIOL 4900C Senior Research Project 
 

Course Theme: "Novel Strategies Representing the Evolution of Reproduction"  
Students are required to select a topic that is substantiated by a reasonable body of accessible, primary scientific 
research. Any extant organism can be selected. Every person will have a distinctly different topic and claims to a 
topic will be made by emailing your draft title, justification of the novelty, and the formatted references for 3 
primary papers.  You will get a confirmation if the topic is open or notification to search for another if it is taken or 
not appropriate. Topics that were used last year will not be repeated. 
 

Scientific Literature: 
As soon as the topic is confirmed, it is important to look for current research being done in this field.  A primary 
paper is the original publication of a scientific finding by the investigator(s) in a “reputable journal.”  Initially, 
obtain printed copies of 3 recent primary papers related to the topic.  These papers will be used for the class on 
types of literature during the third class session.  Four more must be summarized and turned in as noted on the 
course schedule.  No less than 7 primary papers must be cited in your paper; 3 can be historic, but 4 must be 
published after 2000.  Up to three sc4(e) sr
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VSU Biology Department Policy on Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is a broad term used to describe many forms of cheating that involve taking credit for someone else’s 
work.  The most blatant type of plagiarism is copying from another source without giving credit to the author.  
Anytime the original ideas of someone else are used, appropriate citations must reference the source.  The failure to 
acknowledge the use of someone else’s ideas, even when they are paraphrased, (whether intentional or not), 
constitutes plagiarism.  Using a paper written by someone else is obviously plagiarism. In addition, the improper 
citation of references can fall under this spectrum of offences.  Plagiarism is equivalent to looking at someone’s test 
and copying down their answers.  It is the theft of intellectual property.  The simplest way to avoid plagiarism is to 
give credit where credit is due! This document has been developed by the biology department faculty to explain 
plagiarism by clarifying appropriate academic behavior, identifying commo

http://library.osu.edu/sites/guides/cbegd.php
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Quotations 
Sometimes students get a little carried away with the use of quotations. Copying large volumes of 
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